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Ei:ecutivé-Cent:red, Adv1ser-Task Forcc System ‘
With Overlapping Jurisdictions Cited as Slowing -:

Decisions—White House Making New Efforts to

Communicate Its Programs and Plans o People.

By RAYMOND P. BRANDT
Chicf Washingion (mmapondenl of the Post-Dispaich.

— COCAEEVIDENCE IS PHiNY Up thal The ncbulous group Known as ..

WASHINGTON. QOct. 28.
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the “Washington community” is questioning whether President Ken-.

zwdy will be the “‘strong™ chief executive he described as desirable in |

his campaign and as he appeared to be in the early montha of his.

administration.

The
Kennedy and his family throughout the
aation  as reported by the Gallup Poll,
wovs not refllect the apparent confusion in
the city of Washington, where the trees
cften hide the far boundaries of the forest.
Fermer President Eisenhower enjoyed sim-
ifar nation-wide popularity while capital
residents were skeptical ot his abilities as
& ‘eador. In his administration, the only
iidlications that Washington doub( about his
uses of presidential power had spread
throughout the country were Republican
defeats - in congressional elections. These
indications may have been non sequiturs
and not necessarily true. This leaves open
whether Washmgton: present puzzlement

will uffect the 1962 congressional electior.s,

THE GREATER Wuh!ngton community
extends far beyond the limits of the Dis-
trit of Columbia. It was described by presi-
aertial adviser Richard E. Neustadt in his
buuk *‘Presidential ‘Power—The Politics of
Leadership” in these words:

*This community cuts’ across the Presi. '

de‘nt 5 constituencies, Members of Congress

d of his administration, governors of

es, military commanders in the {ield,

J u)im, politicians of both parties, repre-

-ntatives of private organitstions, news
wen of assorted types and 'sizes, foreign

dipiomats—and principals abroad—all these

are ‘Washingtonians’ no matt~r what their
physicial location,

“In most respects the Washlngtou com-
raunity is far from homogencous. In one
respect it is tightly knit indeed: By defini-
tion all its members are compelled to watch !
the President for reasors not of pleasure

b vocation. They need him in their busi-
ness st as he needs them, Thelr own
work thus requires that they keep an eye
on him. Because they watch him clnsely his
persupsiveness with them turns quite as
iitch en their informed appralsals as oa
fis presumed advantages.”

Meustadt commented further:

“What those men ihlnk may. or may

ot hoe Ctree,” but l!
witieh they act, at |ellst

el urs furn ant wrang.’

high personal popularity of Mr.

' gverseas.

, old Chinese vroverb:
‘deal of nuise

& crnsideied

i heads o ioco:
‘ audiences,
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Aside {rom the electec officials and gov, wiae
ernment  appointecs, -the principal Joca|  Judiences. Recently he began a ser s of
members of the group are reporters and : Yhite House luncheons for publishers from
‘commentators for . da.y weekly and felected states, The guests were inv: «d to
‘monthlv publications and for radio and.Yell what was on their minds and 1 ask
‘television; representatives of industrial, fif #ny questions they thought important
nancial, agriculture and labor organiza}? | Edrly. next month, a dozen or more Cah
“tions, including the writers of '*confidential’ gi et officers, agency heads and hite
“weekly “newsletters,” and the intellectuald: House officials will hold repional nou
attached to various foundations and insti]Hartisan” conferences in 12 cities t  dis
tutes. In a sgcnse, these members ard/quss the Administration's prograr for
agents for the public and their parent gr é an affairs, full employment and ece
' ganizations. The group members as a whole]’ lc growth and the problems and « poi-

according to Neustadt, are *‘opinion mak{:

ers,” and their influence extends fron:

Yashington throughout the nation and ever] Hiel Auditorium, with Secretary of H
Washington throug ‘Hducation and Welfare Abraham A.

.cpff the principal speaker,

The 'recent complaints of the locnl rep-
resentatives xre sbout what they call

the poor communications methods of the |ij"

President and his subordinates and thel:

difficulty of getting definite information |’

sbout operations and plans. A common};
- comment is that the White House has}
too many advisers and not enough offl-k
clals who are willing to make declsionsl,
within what used to be regarded as their }*
own jurisdictions. "

‘In one of hiz first pre- -convention cam \' f‘f“ conferences and, In the case of he

‘fcheduled several at hours to get

i Houis sessions will be held Nov. 7 an
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nities for youth and the elderly. Ti :

Althongh the Washington news wri ers
av*‘nppeat to be selfishly guarding v hat
’bonslder ‘thelr prerogative, the | ub-
nhm' luncheons and the regional m et-
1% lndfcute that the White House 1 ars
Is. not getting its message acros: to
e voters, News men observe that the
ennedy ‘prograps and plans would be
ctter understood if the President nd
Is top-lcvel subordinates held 1 ore

made themselvu more avxll: ble

.y

o

‘hex: Presiden:. whateve. his pohtica] affili- [
“must open the channels of com- -

ation,
~mumcaucm between the world of thought

Exsenhowcr admlmstrat;on by quoting nn

! comes into the reom.’

WASHINGTON rews w-iters whn have:
thenywives the chenunels

through which bagic information has been: |
distributed_tc thd country and the world}l
ther the Kennedy ad-3

Thave wondered W
. minlsicaton .8 n‘vmg 0 po over their

At the sl
tenure, Mr. Kennodiys

asd his press con-

colMon nakers and mases )
W of his presidestial;
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“There is a great Al - ‘;
on- the stairs but nobody\. ‘
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